Welcome

SATs Information and Guidance



What are the SATs?

SATs are the Standardised Assessment Tests that are given to children at the end of
Key Stage 2.

The SATs take place over four days, starting on Monday 11" May ending on Thursday
14" May.
The SATs papers consist of:

Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 1: GPS) — Monday 11" May
Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 2: Spelling) — Monday 11" May
Reading — Tuesday 12" May

Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) — Wednesday 13" May

Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) — Wednesday 13" May

Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) — Thursday 14" May

® ertlng is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. There is no Year 6
SATs writing test.

The key stage 2 tests will be taken on set dates unless your child Is absent, in which case they may be abie to take them up to 5 schooi
days anerwards.
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When are the tests completed?

The tests take place during normal school hours, under exam conditions.

Children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the assessments are
handed out until they are collected at the end of the test.

After the tests are completed, the papers are sent away to be marked externally.
The results are then sent to the school in July.

Each test lasts no longer than 60 minutes:

o Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 1. Grammar/ Punctuation) — 45 minutes
Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 2: Spelling) — 15 minutes
Reading — 60 minutes
Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) — 30 minutes
Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) — 40 minutes
Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) — 40 minutes
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Specific arrangements

i

Children with additional needs (who have similar support as part of day-to-day learning in
school) may be allotted specific arrangements, including:

Additional (extra) time;

Tests being opened early to be modified,;

An adult to scribe (write) for them;

Using word processors independently;

An adult to read for them (including a translator);

The use of prompts or rest breaks;

Arrangements for children who are ill or injured at the time of the tests.

Fupiiz with an EHCF are automatically allowed up fo 25% aadifional fime {except for the speiling paper, which is not sirictly timed). Pupils
who wse the modified large print or braille versions of the fests are aufomatically allowed up to 100% addifional time.




A bit more about each test




nday 11t May

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Monday 111" May

¢ Grammar, punctuation and spelling consists of two papers.

e Paper 1 focuses on all three elements (grammar, punctuation and spelling or GPS).
The paper lasts for 45 minutes.

e Paper 2 consists of a spelling test only. It should take approximately 15 minutes,
although this is not a set amount of time (pupils should be given as much time as they
need to complete the test).




Grammar

rammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

The children will have been working hard with their class teacher on developing and
securing their knowledge of the technical vocabulary needed in this test.

This test focuses on:
Grammatical terms/ word classes;
Functions of sentences;

Combining words, phrases and clauses;
Verb forms, tenses and consistency;
Punctuation;

Vocabulary;

Standard English and formality.

This test requires a range of answer types but does not require longer formal answers.



Tick one box to show whane a question mark is needed in the
santence below.

® Have you finished sating your lunch ® asked Hannah
| ¢ i
v Circla the comact verb fiorm in each underlined pair to completa the

sentenoes below using Standard English.

Ve was a'@l;.-}sng of & schodl irip bo a concan.

The rrus:c-ans:z:h-:l:)dﬂﬂe a sound check bafors the show.
Resrite the samancs balow in the aclive.
Rermermber 1o puncluabe YOur andwar I:H:I"I'EI"."I':.I'.

Tha kel park is maintained by the council,

The council maintain the local park.




Paper 2 is a shorter paper that focuses solely on spellings.

(
. Example questions: 2025 Spelling script
(
Spelling 1: The word is knight.
. There was a brave knight in the story.
[ Spelling ) T
The waord is knight.
Spelling 2: The word s through.
1. There was a brave in the story. The children walked hame through the park.
The ward is through,
2. The childran walked home the park. Spelling 3: The word is rewarded,
i
" We were rewarded for our hard work.
3. We were for our hard work. Thie werd s rewarded.
{
Spelling 4: The waord = adventure.
4. | enjoy reading stories,

| enjoy reading adventure stories.

The word is adventura.



|Tuesday 12t May

Reading: Tuesday 121" May

(

/

. There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes.

{|  The testis designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of age-appropriate reading
material meets the national standard. There are three different set texts for children to read.

These could be any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry.

The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains):

Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;

Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction;

Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;

Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text;

Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;

|dentify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole;
|dentify/ explain how meaning i1s enhanced through choice of words and phrases;

Make compansons within the text.




Reading

A4
.1 Example questions:
O

o An intriguing game

Which word is closest in meaning 1o intriguing?

Tick one

oxciting
poputar
challengrg

“ nieresting

An intriguing game

O Gy 0 2005, Phucna followed hey Brother Brian 1o see where he mas
going. Wasching slently, out of view, Mhiora saw that Bdan had gore 8o »
cub where chideen had gathered %0 play & game with some smal black
and white proces on 3 board. She wn
fascnated by what they were doing
The game they were playing win
chess, It was 50 urssual In Uganda at
that tiew
Phicew's Bnguage. Despie this, she

W, There was no woed for it in

s determained 80 play. She walloed six
lometres every day to Snd out how
Within a year it was clear that she had »
spechl gt

An intriguing game m
Which word Is closest in meaning o intnguing ?

Tick one

Content domain: 2a « gve of expiain the moanng of words n comext
Avenrd 1 mark foe
exciting
popdar
chadenging

moresting




Reading

AS . ,
‘. W5 st ook, Thay're all rocks, Fou can

} ‘Winat mada Fom neadise that what b was koking at wasn 't achsally
O

R =1
« Example questions:

0 .
. Lok ai tha winobes bed

Tich: Greb Do b0 anch fow 10 show what the beat talls you about tha Eghis

Wi o ERINgs

T's just @ rock. They're ol rocks, you can

'Wnat made Som reakss thal what ha was keoking ol wasn'| sctualy a rock?

wahene By ane placec
y Wirfie: barg things

wihal Cofdur theey ane oriant gomain: 210 - reiress and record Eviermaton of dentity key detalls teom Sclion
and non-hchon

sirrnam of @ marks:

Frira ety C o el Wik Aweard 1 mark for reference o amy ol the Bollcwrn

1. s colour, &g

wihat Bhiry ans usad for

* it mems & oVfovevel codoor do odhar rocks

® WS

. s sfapae. &g

5 L 2 L et
* it had a diferant shaos o offar rocks

r > - a
o el IDa ) Iy PO I S s T 0 D O DO e Qe + i hadl @ shapss of & Boaf
Conient domalec 71 - setrires and record inlprmadion o senbfy ki detads. from fcion s euiond rguisr shape
o rer-Tateon

R
Avaprgd 1 mark for pll Bour comsct

A S eI, 0.0

il mad amaali
wharn they am placed o

4. this writing on it .

what coiour ey am
e TRy il i & i D W O L
]

wtul Thelry il L A Al ooept relerencs B0 s sioe_ B.g

= it mas avge




Reading

N en v
3% | et mpression g you g of Toms end Geot PP W o
e
Wi GRE STEeiacn Jor SBEH Dary ANy SVIMICE NOM T Mnt 15 Budar] Sl W
Cortart domumn B POTCEE YOM T T OF Gaaaer 200 pAbSy rrhennced

w et pederce Yo te e

Aowvned 3 ks for e scooptabe
Mroerd 3 ks Lr eTher Tt wcmiAbe frdh 4 (NN by e (e w reeee

C Example questions: o e

P 3 mark question | s

. o lamt one W vderce

soraities? . worree o e chmbod ety nio e machoe = cnandn ]

a What impressions 30 you got of Tom's ang Geo¥

fot)
Wiite one irgression for aach Loy, usng evidence from the text ot " [P eD— . b cime . e
0aCh answor & e aanT n - e b 1 e .- - - - v ve - ve -
. . P w vt o Vs
Impresson Evidence . 2 swehdens | . e - [p——
L. . .
3 oo / B
R L - - - -
-t . .
. . -
3 e .
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'
> || Since the current testing formation for the SATs began in 2016, there has been a tendency .
for three types of questions to be the most popular.

In the 2025 Reading SATs paper,

e 12% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving giving and
explaining the meaning of words in context;
30% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving retrieving and

recording information or identifying key details from a text;
e 48% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving making inferences

A from a text and justifying inferences with text evidence.
9

@8 \When reading with your child at home try focusing on these types of questions.




ednesday 13t» May and Thursday 14th A
\ .

The maths assessments consist of three tests.

e Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes) — Wednesday 13" May

Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes) — Wednesday 13" May

Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes) — Thursday 14 May




Arithmetic

The maths arithmetic paper has a total of 40 marks and lasts for 30 minutes.

The test covers the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, including
order of operations requiring BIDMAS), percentages of amounts and calculating with
decimals and fractions.

27 | 19% of 2,300 =

Example questions:




Arithmetic

- Example 1 mark questions:

a5 | 9% of 860 =

¢ Using known fact of 10% of 860 = 86
And 5% is half of 10%

86 +2=43

| Example 2 mark question:




L\
Paper 2 will take place on Wednesday 13" May and paper 3 will take place on Thursday
14" May. These tests have a total of 35 marks each and lasts for 40 minutes each.

These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, as
well as their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. They cover a wide
range of mathematical topics from key stage 2 including,

Number and place value (including Roman numerals);

The four operations;

Geometry (properties of shape, position and direction);
Statistics;

Measurement (length, perimeter, mass, volume, time, money);
Algebra;

Ratio and proportion;

Fractions, decimals and percentages.




Sophie thinks of two prime numbers.

Tick tha fmctions that are greater than 2 She adds them togeathear.
3

Her answer s 24

Write all of the diferent pairs of prime numbers that Sophie could
ik of.




| Maths Reasoning

Example questions:

m Heorn ann T bomes

m WinEe these rmiDers in oroen, starbing with the least.

1
Theb il o 1hia Trst Bdix i 1 . ikSgFTTHR

) )

0.999 100 0.009

Their s o tha Second box s 1.4 Klograms 100

‘What iz the difference in mass of e teo boaes?

Gl WO Anssl i MCgr MR




Writing

“Writing will be ‘Teacher Assessed’ internally.

«Teachers will use the Teacher Assessment Framework (TAF) and
Exemplification materials to judge if a pupil is working at the expected
standards, above the expected standard or working towards it




Writing — Working at the Expected Standar

The pupil can:

e write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that
shows good awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; direct
address in instructions and persuasive writing)

e in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere

e integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action

e select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires,
doing this mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative;
using passive verbs to affect how information is presented; using modal verbs to
suggest degrees of possibility)

e use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and
place, pronouns, synonyms) within and across paragraphs

e use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing

e use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly” (e.g. inverted
commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech)

e spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list,* and use a
dictionary

to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary

e maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed.




The results

Tests are marked externally. Once marked, the tests will be given the following scores:
e A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each paper);

e A scaled score (see below);
e A judgement on if the National Standard has been met.

After marking each test, the external marker will convert the raw score to a scaled score.
Even though the tests are made to the same standard each year, the questions must be
different. This means the difficulty of the tests may vary. Scaled scores ensures an
accurate comparison of performance over time.

(\)

'

Scaled scores range from 80 to 120.
Q] A scaled score of 100 or more shows the pupil is meeting the National Standard.




What Happens on the Day of a Test?

 Breakfast Club
@ « Warm Up
« Papers distributed and the test begins

« Children work independently
- time checks
- readers
- special arrangements

(\)

'

« Papers collected, sealed, locked away ready for collection

i Afterwards

« Sent to external markers or marked electronically by external markers.

« Results returned to school in July to be collated and shared with parents.

 Papers are not returned but can be accessed by school on-line




Preparing Your Child in School

« High quality teaching and feedback, helps children to identify their strengths and
areas for development

AN
o—~"

« Additional small groups
« Practise answering SATs questions in lessons and practice SATs tests.
« Working under timed conditions.

. . « Home Learning

« Revision guides and revision set

« Doodle Maths added extras

« Support and reassurance of the staff in school.




g

| How to Help Your Child

« First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to
worry about and they should always just try their best. Praise and encourage!

« Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.
« Support your child with any home learning tasks including revision packs.

« Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. multiplication tables) are always good to
practise.

. . « Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they

3‘ are reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

O « Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning!
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Things to remember about SATs :

SATs focus on what children know about Maths and English.
They will not reflect how talented they are at science, geography, art, PE..., and they
certainly won't highlight all their amazing personal characteristics.

SATs don't tell the whole story.
Their results will say if they did or did not meet a certain standard but not necessarily by
what margin. These thresholds change each year according to the overall national
performance, so what was classed as ‘meeting the expected standard’ this year might not
be the same as last year. Your school may be able to provide you with more detailed
feedback.
\»

O

O SATs are only four days out of a whole Primary School career.

In reality, there's one or two papers each day that last 30 to 60 minutes.




e/
If you are worried about your child

SATs often induce a certain degree of worry or anxiety but there is, of course, a tipping
point.

SATs anxiety should not:

e Affect a child's appetite
Affect a child’s sleep
Affect a child’s personality

Induce panic, tears or disengagement from lessons or hobbies
Be a reason not to attend school.

If any of the above are evident, SATs may be causing an excessive degree of anxiety and
may benefit from some additional support. This isn’'t about removing the reality of SATs but
rather equipping your 10 or 11 year old with the ability to better cope with the situation.




R/
If you are worried about your child ¥

Talk to the school
Sometimes concerns present at home and not at school. If you notice a change in your
child, talk to the school so that everyone concerned can offer the support needed.
Talk to your child
Talk to your child about what aspect of SATs concerns them the most. If you can help the
pinpoint what is bothering them the most, you can take specific steps to help reassure
them.
Encourage your child to talk to their teacher
SATs are obviously linked to school. Don't be surprised if your child would prefer to seek
\!‘ reassurance from teachers over family members.

Try not to project your own anxieties or views about the SATs
? | Children can be very intuitive. If they see that you are anxious, this could add to their own
anxieties. Similarly, if you don't believe in SATs, your child may reflect this view.




Advice for Year 6 children

Listen to your teacher.

The adults you work with all want you to do your best.

Get plenty of sleep and eat well, this will help your brain.

Read all the questions carefully. This can help you to avoid silly mistakes.

Don't panic. There may be guestions you think you can't answer. Take a deep breath.
Read it again. You can always move on and go back to it later. It's often better to write
something rather than nothing.

Remember that the Year 6 SATs last for 4 days out of your whole life!

“Stay focused in class so you don’t have loads of extra studying to do at home!” — Year 7
pupil’s advice.




PRIMARY SCHOOL

‘have any questions about the )
 than happy to answer tf
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